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Authority
Compensation

Membership
Requirements

Description

Meeting Schedule

Number of
members

Term

EO 2009-387 Public Law 108-364, section 4

Reimbursed for necessary expenses pursuant to KRS 12.029

Seven (7) individuals with disabilities that use Assistive Technology or the
family members or guardians of the individuals; a representative of the
designated state agency, as defined in Section 7 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973; a representative of a state center for independent living described in
part C of Title VIl of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; a representative of the
State Workforce Investment Board established under Section 111 of the
Workforce Investment Act of 1988; a representative of the State Educational
Agency, as defined in section 9101 of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965; a representative of the KY Commission on the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing established under KRS 163.506; and representatives of
other state agencies, public agencies, or private organizations as determined
by the State.

The KATS Network Advisory Council, which consists of 14 gubernatorial
appointees, along with the coordinating center staff help coordinate the
implementation of statewide capacity building and advocacy initiatives
regarding the availability of assistive technology. These organizations,
designed to work toward permanent systems change for the enhancement of
access to assistive technology for Kentuckians with disabilities, constitute the
KATS Network, providing consumer responsive, comprehensive, statewide
programs of technology-related assistance for individuals with disabilities of
all ages.

4 times per year and any special meetings may be called as necessary

14

3 years

Representatives of Designated Agencies
Office of Vocational Rehabilitation Statewide Centers for Independent Living

Andre Ryssemus

Assistive Technology Specialist
333 Waller Avenue, Suite 420
Lexington, KY 40504

(859) 246-2111
Andre.Ryssemus@ky.gov

Lisa McKeown

Personal Care Attendant Program Assistant
Center for Accessible Living

501 S. 2" Street

Louisville, KY 40202

502-589-6620 ext# 122
Imckeown@calky.org



https://www.katsnet.org/
mailto:Andre.Ryssemus@ky.gov
mailto:lmckeown@calky.org

State Workforce Investment Board
Suhas Kulkarni

Member, Workforce Innovation Board
13908 River Glen Lane

Prospect, KY 40059

(502) 298-8710
suhas@suhaskulkarni.com

Commission on Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Jessica Endler Smith

Program Coordinator

632 Versailles Rd

Frankfort, KY 40601

(502) 573-2604

jessica.endler@ky.gov

KY Department of Education

Kevin McCormack

Kentucky Statewide Orientation and
Mobility/Assistive Technology Consultant
Kentucky School for the Blind

1867 Frankfort Ave

Louisville, KY 40206

(502) 657-5725 ext. 6209
kevin.mccormack@ksb.kyschools.us

Commonwealth Council on Developmental
Disabilities

Nicole Maher

Self-Advocate Coordinator

656 Chamberlin Ave. Suite C

Frankfort, KY 40601

(502) 782-8616

Nicole.Maher@ky.gov

Representatives of Individuals with Disabilities Who Use Assistive Technology

William Titus

700 South 44t St
Louisville, KY 40211
(502) 386-2466
billtitus1@gmail.com

Joe Cowan

307 Tennessee Ave
Monticello, KY 42633
(606) 679-8501
joe.cowan@kctcs.edu

Nancy Perry

1274 Clare Rd
Franklin, KY 42134
(270) 776-6549
njperry80@msn.com

Melanie Peskoe
2721 Sheila Drive
Louisville, KY 40220
(502) 262-1403
mpeskoe@afb.org

Samanthia Farthing

11 McKenzie Addition

Van Lear, KY 41265

(859) 351-3680
samanthia.farthing@ky.gov

Gerry Gordon Brown
3444 Park Row Drive
Louisville, KY 40216

(502) 330-7304
gordonbrowng@bellsouth.net

Mindy McGirt

130 Hawkeegan Drive
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 803-6618
mcgirts@gmail.com

Traci Burks

920 Sunglow St

Villa Hills, KY 41017
(859) 992-2057
tracilburks@gmail.com
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Authority


EO 2009-387 Public Law 108-364, section 4

Compensation


Reimbursed for necessary expenses pursuant to KRS 12.029

Membership Requirements


Seven (7) individuals with disabilities that use Assistive Technology or the family members or guardians of the individuals; a representative of the designated state agency, as defined in Section 7 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; a representative of a state center for independent living described in part C of Title VII of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; a representative of the State Workforce Investment Board established under Section 111 of the Workforce Investment Act of 1988; a representative of the State Educational Agency, as defined in section 9101 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965; a representative of the KY Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing established under KRS 163.506; and representatives of other state agencies, public agencies, or private organizations as determined by the State.

Description


The KATS Network Advisory Council, which consists of 14 gubernatorial appointees, along with the coordinating center staff help coordinate the implementation of statewide capacity building and advocacy initiatives regarding the availability of assistive technology. These organizations, designed to work toward permanent systems change for the enhancement of access to assistive technology for Kentuckians with disabilities, constitute the KATS Network, providing consumer responsive, comprehensive, statewide programs of technology-related assistance for individuals with disabilities of all ages.

Meeting Schedule


4 times per year and any special meetings may be called as necessary

Number of members


14

Term


3 years

Representatives of Designated Agencies



Office of Vocational Rehabilitation

Andre Ryssemus 
Assistive Technology Specialist 

333 Waller Avenue, Suite 420 
Lexington, KY  40504

(859) 246-2111 

Andre.Ryssemus@ky.gov

Statewide Centers for Independent Living 

Lisa McKeown
Personal Care Attendant Program Assistant 

Center for Accessible Living 
501 S. 2nd Street 
Louisville, KY 40202

502-589-6620  ext# 122 

lmckeown@calky.org 

State Workforce Investment Board 

Suhas Kulkarni
Member, Workforce Innovation Board 

13908 River Glen Lane 
Prospect, KY 40059

(502) 298-8710

suhas@suhaskulkarni.com 

KY Department of Education 

Kevin McCormack
Kentucky Statewide Orientation and Mobility/Assistive Technology Consultant 
Kentucky School for the Blind  

1867 Frankfort Ave 
Louisville, KY 40206

(502) 657-5725 ext. 6209 



kevin.mccormack@ksb.kyschools.us  



Commission on Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Jessica Endler Smith
Program Coordinator 

632 Versailles Rd 
Frankfort, KY 40601

(502) 573-2604

jessica.endler@ky.gov 

Commonwealth Council on Developmental Disabilities 

Nicole Maher
Self-Advocate Coordinator

656 Chamberlin Ave. Suite C 
Frankfort, KY 40601 

(502) 782-8616

Nicole.Maher@ky.gov 

Representatives of Individuals with Disabilities Who Use Assistive Technology



William Titus

700 South 44th St
Louisville, KY 40211

(502) 386-2466 

billtitus1@gmail.com 

Samanthia Farthing

11 McKenzie Addition 
Van Lear, KY 41265

(859) 351-3680 

samanthia.farthing@ky.gov



Joe Cowan

307 Tennessee Ave 
Monticello, KY  42633

(606) 679-8501

joe.cowan@kctcs.edu

Gerry Gordon Brown

3444 Park Row Drive 
Louisville, KY 40216 

(502) 330-7304 

gordonbrowng@bellsouth.net



Nancy Perry

1274 Clare Rd
Franklin, KY 42134

(270) 776-6549 

njperry80@msn.com  

Mindy McGirt

130 Hawkeegan Drive
Frankfort, KY 40601

(502) 803-6618

mcgirts@gmail.com  



 Melanie Peskoe

2721 Sheila Drive 
Louisville, KY 40220 

(502) 262-1403

mpeskoe@afb.org 

Traci Burks

920 Sunglow St 
Villa Hills, KY  41017

(859) 992-2057

tracilburks@gmail.com 
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